NICKY SOHN

MOON BUNNY

FOR CHAMBER ORCHESTRA




Instrumentation

Flute [, IT (doubling piccolo)
Oboe I, II

Clarinetin Bb I, II
Bassoon I, II

Hornin FI, II
Trumpetin CI, II

Timpani
Percussion I, II

(Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Triangle, Bass drum, Crash Cymbal, Two temple Blocks - low and high, Vibraslap)
Strings

Duration - ca. 9 minutes

Performance Notes

Tempo: eighth note stays the same throughout the work.
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Commissioned as one of the winners of the DeGaetano Institute of the Orchestra of St. Luke’s, “Moon
Bunny” is a piece inspired by the ideas of Bach’s “Musical Offering”. In his piece, Bach takes materials and motifs
to generate musical puzzles in a piece as an offering to the king.

When I heard the news that my sister was planning to get married this year, I immediately wanted to
dedicate a piece to her. After pondering over this idea, it soon became apparent to me that referencing the
Korean folk song “Half Moon” would be the perfect fit—as American children sing the nursery rhyme
“pattycake”, Korean children sing the folk song “Half Moon” when playing a similar clapping game. This was a
song my sister and I sang, always in unison, ever since we were very small. Referencing back to our childhood
together seemed appropriate in such a monumental time in her life, allowing the both of us to touch back onto
something so deeply rooted and fundamental yet simultaneously needing a reminder of its existence and gravity.

To emulate Bach’s ideas in his musical offering, I took a few melodic themes from the folk song and twisted
it into several different textures and colors. While the original source material is simple and catchy, “Moon
Bunny” transforms these easy-going lines into something larger, tangled, and ultimately, different. In retrospect,
I suppose this piece brings forth an apt analogy of our two lives—first taking shape together with a simple tune
sung in unison, then gradually evolving into more complicated entities that are unique but undoubtedly
connected.

In 1747, Bach presented his piece as an offering to the king. In 2020, I present my offering to my beloved
sister.



for Orchestra of St. Luke's

Moon Bunny

Transposed Score

Nicky Sohn
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Moon Bunny
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