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Instrumentation  

2 !utes 

2 Bb clarinets  

Soprano Saxophone  

Baritone Saxophone  

2 F Horns  

2 C trumpets  

Trombone  

Euphonium  

Tuba  

Piano  

Duration - ca. 7 minutes  

 Elegy was written during the spring of 2016 in New York City for Project: 音 Sound 음. 
"e piece was written for the remembrance of the Sewol Ferry accident in Korea. 295 people 
were killed due to this horrible accident and it was a big shock to everyone in Korea and also to 
the whole world. I heard this news while having my dinner at Hells Kitchen after a long day at 
Juilliard. Even though I did not know the individuals who died and were moaning on the TV, I 
felt such a strong connection, much stronger than any other disaster news of other country, 
mostly because they were speaking in my #rst language, Korean. I had wanted to write a piece 
for the victims for a long time, but I could not #nd a suitable ensemble for it. In the piece, a 
traditional Korean children’s tune is quoted. "e theme gets juxtaposed in many di$erent ways; 
a cantas #rmus, a melodic line, and harmonic line. Towards the end of my process of my work, I 
also experienced a great loss in my family. My grandfather passed away and that actually was 
the #rst death in my family after I grew up enough to remember. I can admit that before that 
incident, I never truly understood what death meant. "e piece started with the idea of my 
country’s great loss, but then it ended with a huge loss from my family. "is piece has brought 
me a lot of emotional struggle as I was writing and it certainly was a very challenging piece for 
me. I dedicate this piece to every victim of the Sewol Ferry and also my dearest grandfather 
who I will always remember in my heart.   



Korean Children’s Tune 
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Spring of My Home by Nanpa Hong, composer and Wonsoo Lee, lyricist  

My home town was a !owering town.  

Peaches, Apricots fully blossom there, pink baby Azalia, too.  

Royal gardens full of colors everywhere in the town. 

To those playful days, oh how I wish to return 
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